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July 8, 2025

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of the State of New York
NYS State Capitol Building

Albany, NY 12224

Commissioner Betty A. Rosa

New York State Education Department
89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234

Dear Governor Hochul and Commissioner Rosa:

On behalf of the Lower Hudson Education Coalition (LHEC)—a consortium of public-school districts in Dutchess,
Rockland, Orange, Putnam, and Westchester counties that collectively educate nearly 300,000 students— we write to
request limited flexibility in the timeline for adopting the local policies required by Education Law §2803, the new
“Distraction-Free Schools” statute governing students’ use of internet-enabled devices.

The statute instructs every board of education, BOCES, and charter school to adopt a written policy by August 1, 2025,
while simultaneously mandating that each district consult with bargaining units, parents, and students before the
policy can be approved. Under ordinary circumstances, our boards conduct policy adoptions across two public
meetings, one for first reading and public comment, the second for final approval—separated by the notice periods
required by the Open Meetings Law and local bylaws. In the summer, however, boards often meet only once; vacation
schedules, professional-development commitments, and the dispersion of stakeholder groups make achieving quorum
and meaningful engagement extraordinarily difficult. Although many LHEC districts have raced to hold meaningful
stakeholder engagement, the compressed calendar makes it virtually impossible for others to satisfy both the
consultation mandate and the August 1% deadline.

To honor the Legislature’s clear intent that communities play an authentic role in shaping these policies without
penalizing districts that undertake a robust process, we respectfully request that NYSED and the Executive deem
districts in compliance if their policies are adopted at the first regularly scheduled board meeting held in August—or,
where no August meeting is scheduled, no later than August 31, 2025.

We further ask that guidance clarify districts availing themselves of this flexibility will remain in good standing provided
the final policy is posted immediately after adoption and implemented on the first instructional day of the 2025-26
school year. Finally, districts could submit a brief notice of intent to NYSED by August 1%, specifying the planned August
adoption date to ensure transparency without generating dozens of individual waiver requests.

This modest adjustment preserves the statute’s objectives: students will begin the new school year under duly adopted
policies, local voices will be heard in a meaningful way, and NYSED will avoid an unnecessary administrative burden.

Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact us with any questions.
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